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BUS CRASH

Drivers’ union
wants station
overhang
removed A3

COVID-18
Outbreaks hit
French Catholic
school board A3

KAPLAN-
MYRTH
Unvaccinated
patients put
othersat

rigk A9

SPORTS

GARRIOCH

Young Sens fit
and anxious
for fast

start NP1

WARREN
Show goeson
in memory
of Gee-Gees
player NPI1I

WAL

$262 plus GST
$3.57 plas GST
in cutlying arsas

ERROL MCOIRON

U.S. ENVOY TO HAITI RESIGNS

Cites ‘inhumane’ deportations

OTTAWA CITIZEN ESTABLISHED IN 1845

BLUESFEST'S BRIGHT LIGHTS

TRUCK DEPOT
APPROVED

Area residents
angered A7

POSTHMEDIA

Music fans brave rainy weather to take in the first night of RBC Bluesfest at Lansdowne
Park on Thursday evening. The annual Ottawa extravaganza was cancelled in 2020
because of the pandemic, and measures in place for this year include a full-vaccination
requirement and a capacity limit of 5,000 people. It continues through Saturday.

Perley and Rideau issues
COVID vaccine mandate

Ottawa LTC home joins facilities
exceeding Ontario requirements

ELIZARETH PAYNE

Ottawa's largest long-term care
home Is making COVID-19 vacci-
nation mandatory for all staff, vis-
Itors, volunteers and contractors.

Indoing 50, The Perley and Ride-
au Veteran's Health Centre joins
a growing list of homes across the
province choosing tomove beyond
less-stringent provincial require-
ments.

The province requires all stafto
report thelr vaccinationstatus but

allows unvaccinated staff to con-
tinue working in long-term care
as bong as they are routinely test-
ed and undergo education about
vaccines,
Theorganzation tha represents
mot-for-profit homes such as Pes-
ley Rideau continues tocall on the
provinee to mandatevaccinations
in long-term care, saying its fail-
ure todosoiscreatinga patchwork
across the provinee of homes with
vacelnation mandates and those
without. During an appearance

Thursday, Long-Term Care Min-
lister Rod Phillips did not commit
s i g S,

Mary Boutette, chief operating |
oflicer at Perley Rideau, said the
emergenceofthe Dellavariant and
the rise of breakthrough infections
among residents at some long-
lberm care homes in the provinoe |
'made the move necessary.

“We had really hoped a manda-
tory approach would not be nec-
essary. But increasing conoerns
regarding the Delta variant com-
hined with emerging evidence |
al=out the vulnerability of persons
who live in long-term care really
cansed us to look at the need to
examine this approach.”

SEE PERLEY ON A2

Beechwood Annual Memorial Service - Honouring
all those who lost someone to Covid-19

You are invited to participate in our Annual Memorial Service; a
non-denominational seérvice of song, reflection and remembrance for
families wheo wish to pay tribute to dearly departed loved ones and friends,
Beechwood will be hosting this event outdoors on
September 26, 2021 at 3:00 PM in front of the Mausoleum.

ﬂ BEECHWOOD

"

280 Beechwood Ave, - 613-741-9530
www.beechwoodottawa.ca

i

Father killed
two daughters,
then himself,
police say

MATTHEW LAPIERRE

A father killed his two daughters
and then died by suickde inside
an Aylmer home on Wednesday,
Gatineau police investigators have
concluded.

The police identifled the victims
in a Thursday afternoon news re-
lease as Orll Kpatcha, 3, and Liel
Kpatcha, 5.

Their father, Essodom Kpat-
cha, 51, was also found dead at
the seene. He died by suicide, an
autopsyon Thursday found, while
e girls dicd by homicide,

SEE AYLMER 0% A2
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Property pullout

Osborne wins deal w1th firm set up by ollgarch linked to Putin

George Gryils Political Reparter

George Oshorme his won business for
an investment bank from a firm setup
by a Russian oligarch who once infa
musly Bosted thie fwmer chanoellior
on Iuis yachl, il was reporied last night.
Orsborme. 50 sevured EN+, 3 metals
company, as o cient for Robey War
shaw, which bie joimed this year despite

having no  poevious  experiende @
bakitg. In the past seven veard Lhe
Bank has made prolits af £507 mellion
fow itswork on mergzers and acquisitions

EN+, one of the largest producers of
aluminiumy, wis sel ap by Oleg Ders-
paska, who is banned from the US. The
Piessian billionalre. whi i e past has
been accused of having close tiss 1o
President Putin, hasted Osbarmie an bis

Don’t panic,
urges No 10
after BP cuts
fuel delivery

Soldiers could be asked to drive tankers

Starvan Swinterd Polifical Eddor

Emily Gosden Energy Editor

Graeme Paton Trarspor Cornespondent
Ashley Armstrong Retail Eoitod

Borts Johnspn has urged people not 1o
panic buy afler BP was forcedd to mtion
Tuel deliverses and ministers considensd
ooitingency plans to pul soldiers on
stanaby Lo drive petrol tankers

BP is restnicting debiveries to dozens
of petrol statians because of 2 shortage
of loery drivers, Al beast 50 of the oil
glanl’s L300 service stabions arcund
Britain are understond to be missing at
least one gride of Fued and sevieral have
temnporanily chsed while the company
Horway sies.
as o shirtage of petrol or
digsel, bt Hover, BPS controctor,
strugglmg 1o gel enough drivers 1o
transport it to forecourts

According 1o ITY News, Hanna
Huofer, BFs head of UK retadl, tobd &
prvrerniment meebing East woek that the
situstion was “had, very bad”, It saidshe
haiil waimed that BP haal “twa therds of
noremal foreconrt sock kevels redquaired
for smaoth operations™ and the level
was declining rpidy. Foel shortages
hane also allected & small number of
lorecourts operabed by Tesco and Esso

e Tirmes has been told that minis-
ters hane discussed putting solifiers on
standby to drive petrol tankers The
cantimgency plans, known as O peration
Escaling would be enacted ondy if the
situation deteriorated sapndficantly.

Johinson & also facing o cabinet split

ower plans to sllow companses b use
mawe foreign lomy drvers. George
Eustice, the environment secret is
pushing for borry drivers to be gt on
the “shortapge occupation List” to allow
mwwe bo enter the country, The Cabinet
ﬂIﬁw' is maid to have taken a similar
However. Kwasi Kwarteng, the
sis secrelary, has said Lhal
mies peed o pay deivers more

In ather developments
@ hinssbers said that the energy price
aip, which puts a lnsil on how much
Buills can g up. bs Bhely 10 rise again in
ithe sprimg.
®The Bank of England saicl that
inflation coubd peak 31 more than 4 per
cent in Che Tousth quarter of the year.
# Tesco warnad thal food prices could
rise by 5 pier cend this winber because af
a shortage of HGY drivers amxd staff
& Rizhi 5unak, the chancetlor, is heing
pressed by colleapues 1o inerease
Benefits to cushion the end of the £20-
s-werk universal credit uphit

The fuel shortages are concentrated
o London amd the southeast, with
s pretrod stations in Dorsed, Deven
and the Isle of Wight alse fully or
partiafly shut after nmning oul. An
alfficial said thal there were 3

vacancies for pelrodeum |orry drivers
wint of an average workforoe of 1006

Tesoo s Lt il Ind “experienced
iemporary supply isoes camed by
driver absences in recent days”, adiling
Contisued on page 4, ool 3

yachl ofl Corfa m 2008 Lord Mande!
g, of Labous, wiis alsd a giesl,
Rarlbey Warshiaw b been appolited
to help to negotiate o deal between
Rusal, a subsidiary of EN+, and MNorilsk
Nickel the workils ingest proshscer of
nickel Oshorme secured the business in
arl thamks to his r\.|&t|\‘|l§hl[' with
IIunllLutrlqu%.ul |fu|nmr1|uy
MP who servid as nister in the

coafition governmenl and is now the
exectlive ril EMe, acvording loethe
Finarsclal Titwes

Lord Barker stepped down as M for
Hexhall & Batthe in 2005, He joined EN+
in 2007 jmst before the company’s
Lonidon Esting.

prvernment i X018 aver tie s 10 1h._-
Putin regime. Deripaska stood Sown

£

- » o

Brave face Linda Evangelista has desoribed how she was “permanently deformed”
five years ago by a procedure that claims to treat “fat bulges®, particularty under

the chin and janwlie. The model, 56, among the most lamous of the Nineties, said
she becams a recluse and is now sulng Zeltig, the comparny responsible. Page 5

from the company in 200% in exchange
Tor Lhee sanct o weing Hled, altbaoagh
he retains & 44 95 per cent stake in EN+.
Lord Rarker received o £4.3 million
homas for his role negotiating the deal
EXN+ and Norilsk Nickel declinasd o
ment to the Financie! Times. The
e appinached Osborne and Barker
Foar poamasend
Osborne used Tory ties, page 12

Multibillion
plan to build
new nuclear
power plant

Ofver Wright Policy Cdivar

Ministers are hacking o mualtibellon
ponnd plar bo busld arsether barge-scale
miicler power plant in Bri 1o s
piEessUre on @ Feily supplies as the
country meves bowards net o

The govemment is in discussions
with the Amercan nuchear neactor
minmfacturer Westimghouse aboul &
proposal 1o devebop a rew plant an
Anglesey in Wales

The project would he in adidition bo s
second nuclear plant at Hinkley Point,
Somereel, which is under construction,
ardl 0 proposal for & new resclor at
Sizeweel], Suffolk, that is at an advanced
stage of planning,

I it pets the go-ahead the new plant
al Willa would be ahle fo penerate
enough electricity to power more than
six million homes aml could be
operational in the mid-2030s,

Ministers are understood to e
Increasingly concerned Lhal exiling
nuclear progects will nat provide the
power that Britain will meed while
mieeting fts carbon reduction targets,
Britaans seven iichear plants provide
ahout 17 per cent of its electricity needs
Tt this seall fall by almast balf by 2024
Further plants are due 10 shat between
then and 2F3F and, even with Lhe
new Hinkley Poinl, the propetian of
muchear energy b Uhe grid will fall.

Senlor grvernment souroes aid that
Kwasi Kwarteng, the busness secnetary,
18 concerned thal, under present plans,
by the early 205308 the proportion of
michear power om the prsd will be insof-
ficient 1o provide a reliahle “baseload™
as gan power stations ane phased oul.

He is ursderstond to be backing lans
1o budhil e new plant at Wylfa and =
lobibying the Treasary for & Funding
mechanism that wouldl attract private
Continued on page &, ool 1
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efficacy fears
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@ Ration fears P=rer] @ Gas rises hit
as BP, Tesco shut EX¥=358 ..and threat to
. petrol stations [Eg=s4 food on shelves

(Ehtcagowﬁﬂnbune

ﬂmm o Temm T T ——

AL CINTRAL CHAMPYXINS w
SOX CAN EXHALE AFTER CLINCHINC IN A SEASON OF Panel
OVERCOMING INJURIES, PUTTING PIECES TOGETHER st
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CALISANLAR ICIN KRITIK DETATLAR

45 IS KOLUNDA ERKEN
» EMEKLILIK IMKANI VAR

YAPILANDIRMA BASVURULARINDA
SI}N HAFTA! FIHSATI KICIIIMAYIN




Baskan Erdogan: 5 tane zincir market, Ureticiden tuketiciye
urtnleri yogun bir sekilde topluyor, piyasalar altiist oluyor
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The latest from
training camp at the
Dome in SPORTS

(7 House = DR.VERNA YIU,
., JEOUSE OF CARS head of AHS.
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Numerous COVID deathShelping’
Alberta stay ahead 0 ;]mu![ tj
triage protocol in inte
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U.S. ENVOY TO HAITI RESIGNS

Cites ‘inhumane'deportations

COVID DENIAL
IS KILLING US

ER doctors hear
tearful regrets A3
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Alberta ICUs near breaking point

AHS Nnow explormg t:rlage protocol ;i:lt;:fjucnlz-:lj[ga_lnrh Tits Iann::rn T T:::.I‘r f' I::.:-a l\:ﬂr::k:: ml:

with provincial capacity near 90% 4y e 7o

o Keep pace with
HEALTH DYLAN SHORT provinees critical care triageplan.

P s Shesakd th, v\ar»llnlkmg:ihn st
TRTmiETg Alberta Health Services s Wit Yy
opush for more ining what trggers would IIn uu-d consul

. b part, some  The planalso state
ts have passed  triage sho only
when the




unconditional
funding A3

PANDEMIC

Fourth wave's
death rate in

Alberta worst
inCanada A4

Tory MPs
rally around
O'Toole

[P

SHIPPING

Vancouver port
sets record

for cargo
volumes Bl

TECH

Industry
giants targeted
by U.S,EU BI
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1o launch its tringe protacol as the
health-care systemcontinues wbe
stretched, admitting more 120
COVID- 1% patients into [CU beds
perday.

AHSpresident De. Verna ¥iusald
Thursday her teams are curremnt-
Iy working on proposals for what
triggers may beused wolaunch the

to lannch the plan, which would
gubde health-care workersonwho
can recelve life-saving treatment
when the system is overmun,

The anmou noement came as the
provinee has admitbed an sverage
of more than 23 people into 1CUs
over the past fve days, including
22 onWednesday and 22 on Tues-

O some dayswe ane seeing mone
ICU patients admitted than twe
new ICU beds being created.”

00 Thuarsday, Albertareported 17
additbonal deathsdie to COVID-15.
The proviness eritical care trixge
planposted onlinestates that when
90 per cent of all sunge capacity ICU
beds ape iy use, Plase | Trisge may

RHS president Dr. Verna Yiu says her teams are working on propesals for what briggers may be used to launch a crifical care trisge plan. pavio sLoom

ity o meet jis need.
AHSspokesman Kerry William-
son confirmed litting 90 per cent
of capacity weuld nat trigger the
triage progocol. He sald it would
b lamnelved when the provinee
no bonger has the ability 1o create
capacity withinthe system.
SEE ICU o8 A2

Qilpatch is on the right side of an uneven COVID-19 recovery

CHRIS VARCOE

What doss ecoBon e Fesmvery
in 3 post-pandem e

look
world?
For countries around tye
planet, itlooks like aslgnificant
bouneehack in GDP growth this
year from the punishing reces-
shon caused by OOVID-19 — but

the rebound ks uneven asd
threatens o create haves and
hiave-nots,

For the global ofl and gas
Industry, it's a sharp run-up in
2 podity prices, including an
ve-poppingspike in natural gas
markets in Europe and Aska this
month — even before cold weath-
erarrives — along with a rise in
odl markets,

At the annual Global Busi-
ness Forum in Banif, corporate
leaders debved Thursday inta the
theme of recovery: how quickly
willl it come, the potential pitfalls
and what should we be watching

for i the coming months,

“Clearly, there 15 a strong
recovery going on in the US.
annl Europe and devloping and
emerging Asia, but it's also a
two-track recovery” Jonathan
Woetzel, a senlor parener with
TanAZen ent comEl taney firms
MeKinsey & Co., said during a
keyrate address,

“There is 3 diverge here and
this diverge is becoming a trend ™

The COVID-19 crisis triggered
a swlden global recesslon last
Vedr &S colltrles shiit down thele
economles to slow the spread of
the wirus, but the road to pecoy-

- Schediile announced
September 29!

banffmountainfestival.ca

ery s unnderway.

The International Monetary
Fund highlighted the jssee ina
Fiecent Feport, bt also warned
that “fault lines™ are widening in
the recovery.

Tiee IMF said access to vae-
clises was o prinetpal fault lne
splitting tye recovery [nto twe
CAMPs: coWNres that can nor-
malize economic activity later
this year, and those that face
resurgent infections — although
It mted the recovery isn't
asstted as the vins continues o
spread.
SEE VARCOE DN AID
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PCR test to cost KD 14,
free for students, teachers

A fassna B 3 Pl B2 s e o1 M i 8 mad i S Tw el of Ble et At oDy, — Phols by Fassd L Pakh

By R baxak smd lon Garcls

EUWAIT: Asawctant underssorstasy for
prvate medical services at the beakh
minktry Fatima A b Najjsr told local
madia yexterday that the cot of PCR
bt e UV 10 159 o il b roschacand i 2
s i oof KD 14 oo hemct oo Buanaiay
ke aleo waid that the omi of coron-
weirun anligen tasks will ba redoeced 1o
oy KD} 3. Masmw bube, the PO et will
b frww Foor all stualeni sl tenchers a1
bva public haalth contere, tha health
minbdry srmceanoed vt ercas

Member of ths comalistve comml-
W b conlan the corseaving pandame
i Khaled Al-Sawed caled lor vacom-
g chibdrem o prodect theen agaimt the
duvme. M lobd focal meda thal sy
cmas hpew bapam reracloreid mmong chik

dren ncledieg vome deatie and ade-
ey b plersien care urils Fdsaation
Minister Als Al Mudhal yextorday
& deckion calllmg on privals
Arshic mchaishs Lo reopes For xbedanb
am et 1, whils foreign schoals can
e Eros Sapt 26 The dechdos abua
reinatated the pre-pasdemic fees a1
Ehavw wohasds afber | wars racfecaid
by 25 percent laad v sar

The menmtry bam told wresccomated
te oy pa] stushem b Lo Bring & nesicaires
PUI bt rencalkt svwry Sk i corsher 1
b allowed 1o sviwr xchook. Fres IR
ety e v wiabde b Flawosd Al Ponssfid
anad Shatkha Al-Sdairawt centens in the
Capital gevernorale. Lxbrs conlar in
Bhrwaly goversorate, Mutsh (Rasd Al
Stulah cleic n Farvanys poversorale
Sabah Al-Abhmad bealth coster and

SR

Uherain health coster = Ahmali gorer-
morts and Sasd A L4 bl balh cn-
lor im H\un o e e

The PR tenct s bawms frow off chargw
st all powsrmrsent hospdtals ud it & ondy
conducted al the requet of decters
when they uaped a patieni = e ctec]
with ths corosavirue “Trom the begn-
ning of pandaric al I pamis comaduact -
wd by the mikiry of haalth bave bean
frew of charge” lealh Minmiry
B proliwnrrany Dy Abdhelah Ak-Sarsd sl

Kuwa® Times vsited clinics in
“-.n_::u ansd Farwarwa, bot lousd PCR
taiig & mol availsble ot disdoo
“Thars i s PCR testing hare, We wou-
sy direct palians Lo privels cnkos o
rafur tham 1o public hospitak, whers
the texl i frew for sll™ & sese boald
K mit Times in Higras
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Warning of
fuel shortages
amid supply
chain crisis

Severe lack of lorry
drivers forces closure
of some petrol stations

Richard Partington

I'hrer.- of the UK's biggest operators

avevearned of

the\uuntﬂ, with the seve
larry drivers nationwide now disr
ing fuel supplies.

BE sald yesterday that up to 100
of its forecourts were short of at
least one

grade of fuel, with sev
loge entirely. Esso said a
petrol statbons operated

h Downing Street insisted
of fu ,the
topressore on
already facing callstotake

Toravisa scher
d [or mare '\n\'l]lkﬁ.‘f}“
factories and road hautage firm

The Bank of England also wamed
vesterday that s
energy bills would dr
above 4% this winter,
cost of living
vvth for a decade.

Uespite a slowdown in the econ-
omy since August, the l<a1k is now

ding the
ighest rate of

enpac 'd |\.‘LL’EDII1 'Iatlc m h i
at least the midd e of next v
Earis Johnson'sspokespe
the prime minister acknowledged
there were Issues across several
industries, and that the government
WS Wor i wsiness
leadersover the course o
resolve the problems. But he insisted
|| e WAl |'|I(JI'|I.“'I.| For comcern.
s Important bo re
no shortage of fue

n r|1nr.| W fave avery
buasesupply el
hould contin

ue to shop

Haves-
aver, caztigated minksters

UK forces linked to 289
Afghan civilian deaths

Exclusive
Dran Sabbagh

British forces are linked tothe deaths
of 86 children and more than 200
adult civilians during the Afghan
igtan oo =t '\'ri'.|1 f_'l!ll1:[|t'||.1-d|:llll
wal only £2,380 paid for each life

lost, new Agures reveal. The
are recorded in official Mi
Dafence (Mol compensatien logs,
obtained through a se freedom
of information requests, According
tothe data, the 'ru‘Jl.‘ll..hl: recorded
civilian wictim was aged r‘m-o

One of the most =
ous incidents listed in the

‘We're like Mork and Mindy’
Robert Plant & Alison Krauss

Sabina Nessa: man held
on suspicion of murder

Jamie Grierson

Tessica Murray

Sarah Marsh

A38-vear-old man has been arrested
on suspicion of the murder of the
x Mo, Scotland Yard

The Metropolitan pelice have alsa
lzgued CCTV images of a man walk-
ing in the area on the evening Messa
was atfacked, as well mage of
o silver vehicle they believe he had
ACCESS T

Mesza, 28, is thought ko have been
mirdered as she walked throogh
Cator Park in south-east London on

A Splbing Nessa,
25, 15 belteved
to hawe been
morgerid a5 she
wadled I]'(n:lush
Cator Park

in satith-eazsr
Lavtelan
PRETTHIRAT:
HETRCEILITAR

L AT

what should have been a five-minute
trip from her home toa pub at about
8.30pm last Friday,

D1 Keil John, from the Met's spe
clalist crime command, said last
night: “Chur team have been workk Pg
tim rlr;\.l\' to find the person
zibli for Sabin

.||..rd,z:| w
and this has included an

-
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o
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EL CONFLICTO CATALAN

Italia detiene a Puigdemont
al aterrizar en Cerdena

La policia arresta al expresident nada mas bajar del avion en virtud de la euroorden de
Llarena, aunque hay pendiente una consulta al TJUE sobre el caso de Lluis Puig en Bélgica

Junts y ERC
reclaman
elfindela
“represion” y
el PP, que sea
extraditado

El Gobierno de Pedro S4n-
chez se promuncio aver muy
escustamente en la linea de
defender b accion de la justi-
cia en relackin al arresto de
Puigdemont. roLirica; 1

El TS estima
que los
indultos

no fueron
injustos

La Sala Penal rechaza una
demanda contra Pedro Sin-
chez porlamedida, ain pen-

diente de la Sala de lo Con
El expresidente de la Generalitat fue arrestado a las 21 hen o asropuerto de I"Algner. poviTica Pz v tenciosn. POLITICAS P, 14

Las patronales rechazan las g 1osaeiode
propuestas de subida fiscal ooy [ g

Cadiz (0-0) deje en el olvido

de la Conselleria ’Economia  weewruie  omos v

i L e (s - “apola v a 'R La publicaciin ayer de los de-
Foment, Pimec, Cambra, Cercle y el IEI A e

se oponen a las sugerencias del Govern Generalitat para la reforma
tributarin que prepara el Go-
: " bberno central provocd un pe
El departament alega que el informe parala  quefioterremoto entre los em

- - e , 4 RPN et TR presarios, que se posicicnaron
reforma tributaria es “totalmente teorico T Gt lral i SrtE s
ECONOMIA | P 46 Y 47 de las subidas fiscales

Newsom rolls
ont S15-hillion
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New York City
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Celtic and Hibs stroll
into Scottish League
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Energy pricerise to plunge
150,000 Scots into poverty

Average £375
increase will
see one million
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BL. police departmenits have shelled

i
out thousands to buy nalocone kits and train officers to use them because they save lives. rea wers cromcias

B.C. flip-flops on naloxone funding
after leaving police holding the bag

LISA CORDASCO

The B.C government is promising
to restore funding for naloxone
kits to police departments, almost
ayear and a half after the provinee
stopped funding them.

The Ministry of Public Safety
and Solicitor General told police
forces across the province that it
would no longer provide nalecons
kits, mor the training in how to use
them, a8 of April 2020 Sinee then,
some departments have funded
the program from thede own bod-

gots, while others haven't yot run
outof supplies.

Aspakespersen for the Victoria
police sald the department has
spent $15,000 so far to keep the
PrOgram going.

“Training and equipping VicPD
allicers to administer naloxone has
saved over 100 Hves in Victoriaand
Esquimalk. That's why, despite our
resource challenges, we continue
o use pur budget bo supply nalox-
oneand training b our officers on
how to safely administer i sakd
Const. Bowen Osoko.

The issue came to light Tues-
day after the chief of the Oak Bay
Falice Department on Vancouver
Tsland bweeted that thelr supply of
nalonone i expiringand the prov-
Imce s mo longer funding it

Naloxone is a medicine that's
njected o reverse drug overdoses.

Oak Bay Police Chief Ray Ber-
noties sald he's mot going to aban-
don the naloxone program:

=1 willl b seeking funds in our
2022 budget. [ don't know whak
other police in B.C.

The Vancouver police couldn't
confirm thestatus ofthelr nalaxone
supply or whother the department
has taken over funding the pro-
gram. The police in Saankch, which
barders Victoria, say they haven't
had to fund the programyet.

“The kits we currently have,
which were funded by the prov-
ince, take us untl the end of the
¥ear, .. In the meantime, we'll be
seeking to restock our supplies,”
Saanich polioe Const. Markus An-

will e doing.™

SEE NALOXONE OM A2

‘Political Drano’ needed to unclog Canadas refugee system

Infusion of cash, system overhaul needed
ascrisis in Afghanistan adds to the chaos

P

DAPHNE BRAMHAM

Canada’s refugee system s in
chaos, avictim of its own success
and the eagerness of Canadians
to help. Even before Afghanistan
Fell tor the Taliban, it struggled

with a backlog of almost 65,000
refugees with permanent resi-

dent cards languishing in aver-
erowded United Nations camps
and in countries exger bo move
them along.

Many are Syrians, whowere
promiksed a Canadian home
during the 2015 federal election
that resulbed in an extraordinary
effort to settle 25,000 within 100

Also among those walting for
helpare people on Canada’s

AT SOUTHGATE CITY

priarity list — borture victims,
members of persecuted minority
groups, people with disabilities,
single mothers, and onaccompa-
nied minors.

Afghanistan’s rapld descent has
bumgpssd their arrival here oven
farther back, making what was
anuntenable situation worse.
Theonly solution bo unclogging
it is “political Drano,” says Chris
Friesen, the chief operating
officer of Immigrant Setthement
Services of B.C. who helped
co-ordinate Operation Syriain
2015, As diiicult as that was, he
says, “this ls much worse

Folitical Drana isn't just an
immediate infusion of money for

A ZURE?2
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REGISTER NOW
AZUREATSOUTHGATE.COM
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the settbement of Afghans It's
mare money bo fulfil promises of
safe haven already made.

It means enhancing thi highly
sucoessfiul Group of Flve pro-
gram that allows citlzens to
sponsor and support the full cost
for refuges Bamilies’ resettle-
ment for the first year, including
rent, shelter, transportation,
spending money, food, clothing
and household essentials.

There are so many applications
already in that quewe, Friesen
sald, it would take two years for
an application to sponsor an

n Family fled today to make
it to the top of the pile.
SEE BRAMHAM ON A2
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